Jonah L. Archer's Dump Pouch 


I'm going to attempt to describe how | make a simple, roll-up style gathering / tinder / dump 
pouch. 


The first part will be how to make an easy drawstring bag from canvas. 

If you're sewing skills are non-existent and you want to bypass this part, you can man-up, read 
the Bushclass thread on making a ditty bag, watch some interwebz videos and then come back 
and continue. Or, you can simply buy a bag of your choice (but that won't fulfill your Bushclass 
requirement!) from any online store and skip to the second part where I'll attempt to show how 
to mate the bag with the leather. SPOILER ALERT! Part 2 doesn't require ANY sewing! 


Here we go... 


MAKE A BAG! 


Start with a piece of fabric. | used a 15"x15" piece of duck canvas. Pretty heavy duty stuff, but 
most any cotton, denim or linen fabric will work. A 15"x15" piece will give you a bag roughly 7" 
wide and 13"-14" long when finished. You can make yours bigger or smaller depending on your 
needs and wants. | like this size as it is right for me, and one yard of fabric will yield 4 bags with 
no waste. 


Iron any wrinkles out of your fabric. Then fold over a 1" section on whatever edge you want as 
the top of the bag. Iron it down to make things easier if you want. 


Fold in about 1/4" of the fabric where the top fold is on each side. This folded section is where 
your drawstring is going to live, and folding the last 1/4" in on itself, while not necessary, will 
give the bag a more finished look in my opinion. Iron it down to help keep it there till you sew it. 


Cut a piece of rope, string or cord to be your drawstring. It should be at least 19"-20" long, but 
can be longer if desired. Lay your cord into the folded section. You can use straight pins to hold 


everything in place while you sew. | don't, but it would be especially helpful if you plan to sew by 
hand. 


SEW IT UP! You'll have to GoogleFu your way to a sewing demo (Bushclass anyone?) if you 
don't know how to sew. Sew the folded over section down, being careful to not sew through 
your cordage. 


This is pretty easy on a machine, but if you are hand sewing, it may be easier to pull the cord 
through after you have sewn it. You can use a piece of wire to accomplish this... feed the wire 
through the "tube" you created by sewing the fabric, tape your cord to the end of the wire, then 
pull the wire/cord through the tube until the cord is sticking out both sides. 


Starting at one side... 


Finishing at the other. See that nice, clean edge where the cord comes out? That's why you 
folded over that little 1/4" section. You're welcome 


Sewn! Feed your string / cord through the tube you just created now if necessary before moving 
on to the next step... 


Ok, you just sewed along the "width" of the bag. Now you need to fold the bag in half along the 

"length" of the bag. Essentially, take one end of your cord and fold your fabric so that it joins the 
other end of your cord. YOU HAVE TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU CAN SEE THE FABRIC END 

OF THE FOLDED OVER SECTION (THE STRING TUBE) AFTER YOU FOLD YOUR FABRIC 

IN HALF! Otherwise, your bag will be fugly (technical sewing term)... 


Fabric folded. NOTICE YOU CAN SEE THE EDGE OF THE STRING / CORD TUBE!!! 
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Sew the bottom and open side of your bag. The string tube is the top of your bag which needs 
to be open so you can put stuff in it obviously. Don't sew the top! 


| like to double sew the bottom for strength. It's not necessary. It's just what I like to do. It IS 
necessary that you sew it once though... unless you like picking things up 


Sew it up as close to the tube as you can without sewing your cord! Here is the bag all sewn 
up. If you think it's fugly, you're right! But that's because it is inside out... 


Now the hardest part... Turn the bag right side out! Reach into your bag through the open end 
(you didn't sew the tube, right?), grasp the bottom of the bag, and pull it out through the top. 
You're hand sewn masterpiece is now a fully functional drawstring bag! 


Now to attach the leather. First, cut a piece of leather 10" long by 1" wide. Round the corners 
for looks. Then, punch 5 holes in the center of your strap. The measurements for spacing are 
as follows. All measurements from the same end. Holes 1 through 4 are 1/8". Hole 5 is 3/16" 
1st hole - 1/2" from end 

2nd hole - 4 1/4" from end 

3rd hole - 4 7/8" from end 

4th hole - 5 3/8" from end 

5th hole - 9 1/2" from end 

Should look like this when done. 
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You will also need a small piece of leather, roughly 1.5" long by 1" wide with 2 holes punched in 
the center and spaced 5/8" a part like in the photo below. 


In the 1st and 4th hole, install a snap set (like the kind used for boat covers and jeep tops). 
These can be had at any hardware store for a few bucks. Install them so that you can roll the 
leather in a circle and snap them together to create a belt loop. 


It should look like this... o 


Center your leather on the back of your bag. It doesn't matter which side you pick... dealer's 
choice 


Place it so that the snap in the middle in hole 4 is just below your drawstring and use a pencil or 
pen to make a mark on the bag in holes 2 and 3. Punch 1/8" holes in the bag, piercing only one 
layer of fabric. 


Put leather rivets (available online or at craft stores) through holes 2 and 3, through the bag and 
through the small piece of leather. Basically you are sandwiching the bag between 2 pieces of 
leather that are riveted together. Should look like this... 


Fold your bag in 3rds widthwise first, and then in thirds again lengthwise. 


the end of your leather with the empty hole, and mark with your pencil on to the bag 


Fold over 
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through the hole. 
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Punch a 1/8" hole in the bag on the mark, piercing only 1 layer of fabric. In this hole, you are 
going to place a button stud. The stud | used is a 6x8x8mm Phillip's head screw stud (available 
online or craft stores). Screw goes inside the bag, stud on the outside. A small piece of leather 
with a 1/8" hole in the center for the screw to poke through like a washer is advisable but not 
absolutely necessary... it just keeps the screw from pulling through the fabric after lots of use. 


Here is the stud installed... 


View from the inside... 


Now, remember hole number 5? It was bigger than the other holes for a reason. lt snaps over 
the stud to hold the bag closed, but it won't do that yet. First you need to measure 1/4" from 
hole 5 towards hole 4 and make a mark. Grab your 1/8" hole punch and punch hole number 6 
on that mark. Take a sharp knife and slice the leather lengthwise between hole 5 and 6. NOW 
your strap should slip over the stud. 


So guess what? If you stayed with me this far, you should have a functional piece of gear ready 
to hold your old man's beard, chaga, pet rock, and at least 3 beers. Wax it if it suits you or leave 
as is. 


Hopefully this will help someone... 


Thanks for following along! 


